Please cancel Claims 72-75 and amend Claims 1-71 as follows: 



1 . (Currently Amended) A method stritabfe-for an image forming system 
which com p rises adapted to control a plurality of devices including at least one of an image 
forming device and a sheet processing device, the image forming device being capable of w hich 
can print processing for data stored in a storage unit adapted to that can store data of a plurality 
of jobs including data of a first jt>b and data of a second jobs which is input after the data of the 
first job , and [[a]] the sheet processing device being capable of which can execute a sheet 
process ing for a sheets printed by the image forming device, the method comprising: 
a sch e duling control step suited to 

se tting a first or second schedule in accordance with a predetermined 
instruction input by using an input unit adapted to input operator instructions, the first schedule 
being scheduled to complete a second work flow for the second job after completing a first work 
flow for the first job, the second schedule being scheduled to complete the second work flow for 
the second job before completing the first work flow for the first job, associated with a plurality 
of work flows including a and at least one of the first and second work flo ws being a work flow 
that includes a plurality of process steps performed by using the a plurality of devices-ofthe 
imag e forming system required to complete the first job, and a second work flow that includes a 
plurality of process steps using a plurality of devices of the image forming system required to 
complete th e second job ; and 

an instruction step suited to selectively input a plurality of instructions 
including first and second instructions, 
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wherein the scheduling cont r ol step includes a step of setting, when the 
first instruction is input, a first schedule which is scheduled to complete th e second work flow for 
the s e cond job input after the first job, aft e r completion of th e first work flow for the first job, 
and a step of setting, when the second instruction is input, a second schedule which is scheduled 
to complete the second work flow for the second job input aft e r the first job, befor e completion 
of the first work flow for the first job 

controlling at least one of the plurality of devices to complete the second 
work flow for the second job after completing the first work flow for the first job in a case that 
the first schedule is set; and 

controlling at least one of the plurality of devices to complete the second 
work flow for the second job before completing the first work flow for the first job in a case that 
the second schedule is set . 

2. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 1 , further 
comprising: wherein the instruction step includes a step of inputting a third instruction, and the 
scheduling control step includes a st e p of setting , when the third instruction is input, setting a 
third schedule in accordance with another predetermined instruction input by using the input unit, 
the third schedule w hich being ts scheduled to execute a work flow in consideration of cost upon 
processing a job by using at least one of the plurality of devices in the image forming system 



3. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 1, further 
comprising: wherein the instruction step includes a step of inputting a fourth instruction, and the 
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fourth schedule in accordance with another predetermined instruction input by using the input 
unit, the fourth schedule which being is scheduled to execute a work flow in consideration of 
quality upon processing a job by using at least one of the plurality of devices in the image 
forming system . 

4. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 1 , wherein further 
comprising a device control st e p suited to control , when the first or second schedule is set, the 
number p lurality of devices of the image forming system to compl e te utilized in the first or 
second work flo w is controlled for the second job input after the first j ob , or after completion of 
th e fir st work flow for the first job, and to control, when the second sch e dule is set, the plurality 
of devic e s of th e image fo r ming system timing of performing the process steps to complete in 
the first or second work flow is controlled for the second j ob input aft e r the first j ob , or before 
completion of a predetermined function provided for device utilized in the first or second work 
flow is controlled for the first job . 

5. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 4 2, further 
comprising: wh e r e in the device control step includes a step of controlling when the third 
schedule is set, at least one of the plurality of devices of the image forming system to execute a 
work flow in consideration of cost upon a processing a job in a case that the third schedule is set 
in th e image forming system . 
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6. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 4, 3 further 
comprising: wh e rein the device control step includes a st e p of controlling , when the fourth 
schedule is set, at least one of the plurality of devices of the image forming system to execute a 
work flow in consideration of quality upon processing a job in a case that the fourth schedule is 
set in the image forming system . 

7. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 1, further 
comprising: a memory control step of storing information about the set schedule information set 
in the scheduling control step in a memory. 

8. (Currently Amended) A method for an image forming system adapted to 
control a plurality of devices including at least one of an image forming device and a sheet 
processing device, the image forming device being capable of print processing for data stored in 
a storage unit adapted to store data of a plurality of jobs including first and second jobs, the sheet 
processing device being capable of sheet processing for sheets printed by the image forming 
device The method according to claim 1 , the method further comprising: 

setting a first or a second schedule in accordance with a predetermined 
instruction input by using an input unit adapted to input operator instructions, the first schedule 
being scheduled to complete a second work flow for the second job after completing a first work 
flow for the first job, the second schedule being scheduled to complete the second work flow for 
the second job before completing the first work flow for the first job, and at least one of the first 
and second work flows being a work flow that includes a plurality of processing performed by 
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using the plurality of devices; 

ail informing control st e p of 

controlling a user interface unit to inform e 
an operator of schedule information about the first schedule associated with a scheduling result 
s e t in the scheduling control step;, and 

whe r ein the informing control step includes a step of controlling the user 
interface unit to inform the operator of different kinds of schedule information about the second 
schedule depending on whether so that the operator can distinguish from the schedule 
information about the first schedule or second insliuction is input . 



9. (Currently Amended) A method for an image forming system adapted to 
control a plurality of devices including at least one of an image forming devic e and a sheet 
processing device, the image forming device being capable of p rint processing for data stored in 
a storage unit adapted to store data of a plurality of jobs including first and second jobs, the sheet 
processing device being capable of sheet processing for sheets printed by the image forming 
device The method according to claim 8 , the method comprising wherein the informing control 



setting a first or a second schedule in accordance with a predetermined 
instruction input bv using an input unit adapted to input operator instructions, the first schedule 
being scheduled to complete a second work flow for the second job after completing a first work 
flow for the first job, the second schedule being scheduled to complete the second work flow for 
the second job before completing the first work flow for the first job, and at least one of the first 
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and second work flows being a work flow that includes a plurality of processing performed by 
using the plurality of devices; 

controlling , wh e n the first instruction is input, the auser interface unit to 
provide execute an informing proc e ss of first schedule information in a case that the first 
schedule is set, wherein the first schedule information that allows an operator aus er to identify 
that it is scheduled to compl e te completion of the second work flow for the second job input after 
the fi r st job; after completion of the first work flow for the first job; and 

controlling , when the second instruction is input, the user interface unit to 
provide execute an informing process of second schedule information in a case that the second 
schedule is set, wherein the second schedule information that allow s the operator a user to 
identify that it is scheduled to complete completion of the second work flow for the second job 
in p ut aft er the first job, before completion of the first work flow for the first job. 

1 0. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 9 S, further 
comprising: wherein the informing control step includes a ste p of controlling , when the third 
instruction is input, the user interface unit to provide e xecute an informing process of third 
schedule information in a case that third schedule is set, wherein the third schedule information 
that-allows the operator t rctser to identify performing that it is sch e duled to execute a work flow 
in consideration of cost upon processing a job by using at least one of the plurality of devices tn 
th e image forming system . 
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1 1 . (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 9 %, further 
comprising: whe r ein th e informing control st e p includes a step of controlling , when the fourth 
instruction is input, the user interface unit to provide execute an informing process of fourth 
schedule information in a case that fourth schedule is set, wherein the fourth schedule 
information that-allows the operator a us e r to identify performing that it is sch e duled to execute a 
work flow in consideration of quality upon processing a job by using at least one of the plurality 
of devices in the image forming system . 

12. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim * 9, wherein the 
image forming system has at l e ast one of a device which can ex e cute a job order process, a 
d e vice which can execute a job e dit pr oc e ss, a d e vice which can e xecute a job proof p rocess, and 
a device which can ex e cut e a job archiving p r ocess, and also th e imag e forming devic e and the 
sheet processing device, and 

the scheduling control step includes a step of setting a schedule suited to 
ex e cute the print processing and the sheet processing are included in at least one of the first and 
second a work flows, having a plurality of process st e ps including the a print process ing step 
using the image forming device and the a sheet processing step being performed sequentially by 
using the image forming device and the sheet processing device. 

1 3 . (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 1 , wherein the 
scheduling control step includes a step of setting a schedule suited to execut e a work flow 
including the a plurality of process steps using the plurality of d e vic e s, and an operator 
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intervention work are included in at least one of the first and second work flows . 



14. (Currently Amended) A method for an image forming system adapted to 
control a plurality of devices including at least one of an image forming device and a sheet 
processing device, the image forming device being capable of print processing for a job, the sheet 
processing device being capable of sheet processing for sheets printed by the image forming 
device The method according to claim 13 . the method further comprising: 

setting a schedule adapted to complete a work flow for the job in 
accordance with a predetermined instruction input by using an input unit adapted to input 
operator instructions, the work flow including the plurality of processing by using the plurality of 
devices and including operator's intervention work; an informing control st e p of controlling a 
user interface unit to info r m schedul e information associated with a scheduling result set in the 

wherein the informing control step includes a step of controlling a the user 
interface unit to inform provide first type schedule information about the set schedule, the first 
type schedule information t hat allows an operator a use r to confirm an execution order of the 
plurality of process steps using the plurality of devices required-to to complete ex e cute the work 
flowi; and 

controlling the user interface to inform second type schedule information 
about the set schedule, the second type schedule information that allows the operator user to 
confirm the an operator intervention work to complete required to execut e the work flow. 
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15. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 14, further 
comprising: wh e r e in the informing control step includ e s a step of 

controlling the user interface unit to inform the first type schedule 
information and then the second type schedule information. 

16. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 14, further 
comprising: wh e r e in the informing control step includes a ste p of 

controlling the user interface unit to inform the second type schedule 
information and then the first type schedule information. 

17. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 14, further 
comprising : further comprising an informing mode selection step of 

selecting one of a first schedule informing mode of informing the first type 
schedule information, and a second schedule informing mode of informing the second type 
schedule information;; and 

wh e r e in the informing control step includes a step of controlling the user 
interface unit to operate in the informing mode selected mode in the informing mode selection 

18. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 14, further 
comprising: wherein the informing 

control step includes a step of controlling the user interface unit to prompt 
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to input authentication data when the user interface unit informs the second type schedule 
information of the first type schedule information and the second type schedule information . 

19. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 14, further 
comprising: wherein the informing control st e p includes a st e p of 

controlling the user interface unit to identifiably inform the first type 
schedule information for respective jobs when the user interface unit informs the first type 
schedule information of the first type schedul e information and the second typ e schedule 
information . 

20. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 14, further 
comprising: whe r ein th e informing cont r ol step includes a step of identifiably informing the 
second type schedule information for respective operators trsers-when the user interface unit 
informs the second type schedule information of the first type schedule information and the 
second type schedule information . 

21. (Currently Amended) A method for an image forming system adapted to 
control a plurality of devices including at least one of an image forming device and a sheet 
processing device, the image forming device being capable of print processing for data stored in 
a storage unit adapted to store data of a plurality of jobs including first and second jobs, the 
image forming device having interrupt print function adapted to interrupt printing processing for 
a job and then perform print processing for another job, and the sheet processing device being 
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capable of sheet processing for sheets printed by the image forming device The method 
according to claim 1 , the method comprising: 

setting a first or a second schedule in accordance with a predetermined 
instruction input by using an input unit adapted to input operator instructions, the first schedule 
being scheduled to complete a second work flow for the second job after completing a first work 
flow for the first job, the second schedule being scheduled to complete the second work flow for 
the second job before completing the first work flow for the first job, and at least one of the first 
and second work flows being a work flow that includes a plurality of processing performed by 
using the plurality of devices; wh e rein the image forming device comprises an interrupt p rint 
function which interrupts a print job, a print process of which is in progress, and can execute a 
print proc e ss of anoth e r print job, and said method further comprises a device cont rol step of 



is set m the sehedtrimg control step and when the i mage forming system is not ready the image 
forming device can not perform an operation to complete the second work flow for the second 
job input after the first job, after completion of the first work flow for the first job due to 
execution of the interrupt print function, in a case that the first schedule is set . 



comprising: wherein the image forming device comprises an interrupt print function which 
interrupts a print job, a print process of which is in progress, and can execute a print process of 
another print job, and 



inhibiting execution of the interrupt print function, when the first schedule 



22. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 21 +, further 




"permitting 
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execution of the interrupt print function, when the first schedul e is set in the scheduling control 
st ep and when the image forming device can perform operation th e image forming system is 
ready to complete the second work flow for the second job input aft e r the fi r st job.; after 
completion of the first work flow for the first job regardless of execution of the interrupt print 
function, in a case that the first schedule is set . 

23. (Currently Amended^) A method for an image forming system adapted to 
control a plurality of devices including at least one of an image forming device and a sheet 
processing device, the image forming device being capable of print processing for data stored in 
a storage unit adapted to store data of a plurality of jobs including first and second jobs, the 
image forming device having an overtake print function adapted to start print processing for a job 
prior to starting print processing for another job which was received before the job, and the sheet 
processing device being capable of sheet processing for sheets printed by the image forming 
device Th e method according to claim 1 , the method comprising: 

setting a first or a second schedule in accordance with a predetermined 
instruction input by using an input unit adapted to input operator instructions, the first schedule 
being scheduled to complete a second work flow for the second job after completing a first work 
flow for the first job, the second schedule being scheduled to complete the second work flow for 
the second job before completing the first work flow for the first job, and at least one of the first 
and second work flows being a work flow that includes a plurality of processing performed by 
using the plurality of devices; wherein the image forming d e vice compris e s an overtake print 
function which can execute a print process of the second p r int job p r io r to the first print job upon 

-13- 



compl e tion of anoth e r print job, a print process of which is m progress, and 

said method further comprises a device control step of inhibiting execution 
of the overtake print function, when the first sch e dule is set in the scheduling control st e p and 
when the image forming system is not ready the image forming device can not perform an 
operation to complete the second work flow for the second job input after the first job, after 
completion of the first work flow for the first job due to execution of the overtake print function, 
in a case that the first schedule is set - 



comprising: wherein th e image forming d e vice compris e s an overtake print which can execute a 
print process of the second print job prior to the first print job upon completion of another print 
job, a p r int process of which is in p r ogr e ss, and 



execution of the overtake print function, when the image forming device can perform operation 
th e first schedule is set in the scheduling control step and when the image forming system is 
ready to complete the second work flow for the second job input afte r the first job, after 
completion of the first work flow for the first job regardless of execution of the overtake print 
function, in a case that the first schedule is set . 

25. (Currently Amended) A method for an image forming system adapted to 
control a plurality of devices including at least one of an image forming device and a sheet 
processing device, the image forming device being capable of print processing for data stored in 



24. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 23 ir, further 




'permitting 
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a storage unit adapted to store data of a plurality of jobs including first and second jobs, the 
image forming device having an expanded application function, the expanded application 
function including any of a facsimile transmission function, a network scanner function, and a 
preview function, the sheet processing device being capable of sheet processing for sheets printed 
by the image forming device Th e m e thod according to claim 1 , the method comprising: wherein 
th e image forming device comprises an expanded application function including any of a 
facsimile transmission function, a network seamier function, and a preview function, and 

setting a first or a second schedule in accordance with a predetermined 
instruction input by using an input unit adapted to input operator instructions, the first schedule 
being scheduled to complete a second work flow for the second job after completing a first work 
flow for the first job, the second schedule being scheduled to complete the second work flow for 
the second job before completing the first work flow for the first job, and at least one of the first 
and second work flows being a work flow that includes a plurality of processing performed by 
using the plurality of devices; and 

said method further comprises a device cont r ol step of inhibiting execution 
of the expanded application function, when the image forming device can not perform an 
operation the first schedule is set in the scheduling control step and when the image forming 
syst e m is not ready to complete the second work flow for the second job input after the first job, 
after completion of the first work flow for the first job due to execution of the expanded 
application function, in a case that the first schedule is set . 
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26. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 25 f , further 
comprising: whe r ein the image forming device comprises an expanded application function 
including any of a facsimil e transmission function, a network scanner function, and a preview 
function, and said method further comprises a device control step of 

permitting execution of the expanded application function, when the 
image forming device can not perform an operation th e first schedule is set in the scheduling 
control step and when the image forming syst e m is ready to complete the second work flow for 
the second job input after the first job, after completion of the first work flow for the first job 
regardless of execution of the expanded application function, in a case that the first schedule is 
set . 

27. (Currently Amended) A method for an image forming system adapted to 
control a plurality of devices including at least one of an image forming device and a sheet 
processing device, the image forming device being capable of print processing for data stored in 
a storage unit adapted to store data of a plurality of jobs including first and second jobs, the 
image forming device having interrupt print function adapted to interrupt printing processing for 
a job and then perform print processing for another job, and the sheet processing device being 
capable of sheet processing for sheets printed bv the image forming device The method 
according to claim 1 . the method comprising: 

setting a first or a second schedule in accordance with a predetermined 
instruction input bv using an input unit adapted to input operator instructions, the first schedule 
being scheduled to complete a second work flow for the second job after completing a first work 
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flow for the first job, the second schedule being scheduled to complete the second work flow for 
the second job before completing the first work flow for the first job, at least one of the first and 
second work flows being a work flow that includes a plurality of processing performed by using 
the plurality of devices: wher e in th e image forming device comprises an interrupt print function 
which interrupts a print job, a print process of which is in progress, and can execute a print 
process of another print job, and 

said method farther comprises a device control step of inhibiting execution 
of the interrupt print function, when the image forming device can not pe rform an operation the 
second sch e dule is set in the scheduling control step and wh e n a state of the image forming 
syst e m is a third state in which th e image forming system is r e ady to complete the second work 
flow for the second job input after the first job, before completion of the first work flow for the 
first job due to execution of the interrupt print function, in a case that the second schedule is set . 



comprising: wher e in the image forming device comprises an interrupt print functio n which 
interrupts a print job, a print process of which is in progress, and can execute a prin t process of 
another print job, and 



execution of the interrupt print function, when the image forming device can perform an 
operation the second schedule is set in the scheduling control step and when the image fo r ming 
system is not ready to complete the second work flow for the second jo b input after the first job, 
before completion of the first work flow for the first job regardless of execution of the interrupt 



28. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 27 *, further 




"permitting 



-17- 



print function, in a case that the second schedule is set . 



29. (Currently Amended) A method for an image forming system adapted to 
control a plurality of devices including at least one of an image forming device and a sheet 
processing device, the image forming device being capable of print processing for data stored in 
a storage unit adapted to store data of a plurality of jobs including first and second jobs, the 
image forming device having an overtake print function adapted to start print processing for a job 
prior to starting print processing for another job which was received before the job, and the sheet 
processing device being capable of sheet processing for sheets printed by the image forming 
device The m e thod according to claim 1 , the method comprising: 

setting a first or a second schedule in accordance with a predetermined 
instruction input by using an input unit adapted to input operator instructions, the first schedule 
being scheduled to complete a second work flow for the second job after completing a first work 
flow for the first job, the second schedule being scheduled to complete the second work flow for 
the second job before completing the first work flow for the first job, and at least one of the first 
and second work flows being a work flow that includes a plurality of processing performed by 
using the plurality of devices; wherein the image forming device comprises an overtake print 
which can ex e cute a print process of the second print job prio r to the first print job upon 
completion of anothe r print job, a print process of which is in prog r ess, and 

said method furthe r comprises a device control step of permitting 
execution of the overtake print function, when the image forming device can perform an 
operation the second schedule is set in the scheduling control step and when th e image forming 
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system is ready to complete the second work flow for the second job input after the first job; 
before completion of the first work flow for the first job regardless of execution of the overtake 
print function, in a case that the second schedule is set . 

30. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 29 i, further 
comprising: wh e rein the image forming d e vice comprises an ov e rtake print which can execute a 
print process of the second print job prior to th e first print job upon completion of another print 
job, a print proc e ss of which is in progress, and 

said method farther comprises a device control step of inhibiting execution 
of the overtake print function, when the image forming device can not perform an operation 
wh e n the second schedule is set in the scheduling control st e p and when the image forming 
system is not ready to complete the second work flow for the second job input after the first job, 
before completion of the first work flow for the first job due to execution of the overtake print 
function, in a case that the second schedule is set . 

31. (Currently Amended) A method for an image forming system adapted to 
control a plurality of devices including at least one of an image forming device and a sheet 
processing device, the image forming device being capable of print processing for data stored in 
a storage unit adapted to store data of a plurality of jobs including first and second jobs, the 
image forming device having an expanded application function, the expanded application 
function including any of a facsimile transmission function, a network scanner function, and a 
preview function, and the sheet processing device being capable of sheet processing for sheets 
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printed by the image forming device Th e m e thod according to claim 1 , the method comprising: 

setting a first or a second schedule in accordance with a predetermined 
instruction input by using an input unit adapted to input operators instructions, the first schedule 
being scheduled to complete a second work flow for the second job after completing a first work 
flow for the first job, the second schedule being scheduled to complete the second work flow for 
the second job before completing the first work flow for the first job, and at least one of the first 
and second work flows being a work flow that includes a plurality of processing performed by 
using the plurality of devices; wherein the image forming devic e compris e s an expanded 
ap p lication function including any of a facsimile transmission function, a network scanne r 
function, and a preview function, and 

said method further comprises a d e vic e control st e p of permitting 
execution of the expanded application function, when the image forming device can perform an 
operation the s e cond schedule is set in th e scheduling cont r ol step and when the image forming 
system is ready to complete the second work flow for the second job input after the first job, 
before completion of the first work flow for the first job regardless of execution of the expanded 
application function, in a case that the second schedule is set . 

32. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 3J. * , further 
comprising: wherein the image forming device com p rises an expanded application function 
including any of a facsimile transmission function, a network scanner function, and a preview 
function, and 

said method further comprises a device control step of inhibiting execution 
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of the expanded application function, when the image forming device can not perform an 
operation th e s e cond schedule is set in th e sch e duling control ste p and wh e n the image fo r ming 
system is not ready to complete the second work flow for the second job input after th e first job, 
before completion of the first work flow for the first job due to execution of the expanded 
application function, in a case that the second schedule is set - 



control a plurality of devices including at least one of an image forming device and a sheet 
processing device, the image forming device being capable of print processing for a job, the sheet 
processing device being capable of sheet processing for sheets printed by the image forming 
device The method according to claim 1 , 



accordance with a predetermined instruction input by using an input unit adapted to input 
operator's instruction, the work flow including a plurality of processing by using the plurality of 
devices and including plural operator's intervention work; wherein the scheduling control step 
includes a st e p of setting a schedule suited to execute a work flow including a plurality of pr ocess 
steps using the plurality of devices, and a plurality of intervention works by an operator, _and 



user interface unit to inform an operator of information about the set schedule, the information 
that allows the operator to sequentially confirm an the plural operator's intervention work to-be 
done immediately after an interv e ntion work executed by the operator of the plurality of 



33. (Currently Amended) A method for an image forming system adapted to 



the method comprising: 



setting a schedule adapted to complete a work flow for the job in 




controlling a 
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to complete execute the work flow. 



34. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 33, wherein the 



user interface unit is h 




provided for a portable 



terminal which can be carried by the operator ■ 




35. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 1 , wherein the 



sehedttfag control step mefadcs a step of schedul i ng work flows of a plurality of at least one of 
the first and second jobs is received from at least one of which include any of a job of data output 
from a computer, a job of data output from a scanner, a job of data output from a digital camera, 
and a job of data output from a storage medium. 

36. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 1 , wherein the 
scheduling control step includes a step of setting a schedule of work flows using data suitable fo r 
a -data adapted to a JDF (Job Definition FoirnatVfei-ma t is used for at least one of the first and 
second work flows . 



to control a plurality of devices including at least one of an image forming device which can print 
data in a storage unit that can store data of a plurality of jobs including data of a first job and data 
of a second job which is input after the data of the first job, and a sheet processing device which 
can exeetrte * sheet process for a-sheet printed by the image forming device: and a sheet 



37. (Currently Amended) An image forming system ■ 




adapted 
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processing device, the image forming device being capable of print processing for data stored in 
a storage unit adapted to store data of a plurality of jobs including first and second jobs, the sheet 
processing device being capable of sheet processing for sheets printed by the image forming 
device, the system comprising: 

a setting unit configured to set first or second schedule in accordance with 
a predetermined instruction input by using an input unit adapted to input operator's instruction, 
the first schedule being scheduled to complete a second work flow for the second job after 
completing a first work flow for the first job, the second schedule being scheduled to complete 
the second work flow for the second job before completing the first work flow for the first job, at 
least one of the first and second work flows being a work flow that includes a plurality of 
processing performed by using the plurality of devices: and 

a controlling unit configured to control at least one of the plurality of 
devices to complete the second work flow for the second job after completing the fi rst work flow 
for the first job in a case that the first schedule is set, the controlling unit being configured to 
control at least one of the plurality of devices to complete the second work flow for the second 
job before completing the first work flow for the first job in a case that the second schedule is set. 
which can print data in a storage unit that can store data of a plu r ality of jobs including data of a 
first job and data of a second job which is input after the data of th e first job, and a sheet 
processing device which can execute a sh e et process for a sheet printed by the image forming 
device, 

scheduling control means suited to set a schedule associated with a 
plurality of work flows including a first work flow that includes a plurality of process steps using 
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a plurality of devices of said image forming syst e m r e quired to complete the first job, and a 
s e cond work flow that includes a plurality of process steps using a plurality of devices of said 
image forming system requi r ed to complete the second job; and 

instruction means suit e d to selectively input a plurality of instructions 
including first and second instructions, 

wherein said sch e duling control means can set a first schedule which is 
scheduled to compl e te the second work flow for th e second job input after the first job, afte r 
completion of the first work flow for the first job, when the first instruction is input, and can set a 
second schedule which is scheduled to complete the s e cond work flow for the second job in p ut 
after th e first job, befor e completion of the first work flow for the first job, when the second 
instruction is input. 

38. (Currently Amended) A program for causing a computer to execute the 
method defined in claim 1. the program being stored on a computer-readable medium, for 
making an image forming system, which comprises a plurality of devices including at least one 
of an image forming device which can print data in a storage unit that can store data of a plurality 
of jobs including data of a first job and data of a second job which is input after the data of the 
first job, and a sheet processing d e vice which can e xecute a sheet process fo r a sheet printed by 
the image forming device, execute : 

a scheduling control sequence suited to set a schedule associated with a 
plurality of work flows including a first work flow that includes a plurality of proc e ss steps using 
a plurality of d e vices of said image fo r ming system required to complete the first job, and a 
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second work flow that includ e s a plurality of process steps using a plurality of d e vices of said 
image forming system r equi r ed to complete the second job; and 

an instruction sequence suited to s e l e ctively input a plurality of 
instructions including first and second instructions, 

whe r ein th e sch e duling control sequ e nc e can s e t a first schedule which is 
sch e dul e d to complet e the second work flow fo r the s e cond job input after the first job, after 
completion of th e first work flow for the first job, wh e n the first instruction is input, and can set a 
second sch e dule which is scheduled to compl e t e the second work flow for the s e cond job input 
after the first job, b e for e completion of the first work flow for the first job, wh e n the second 
instruction is input. 

39. (Currently Amended^ A program for causing a computer to execute the 
method defined in Claim 8. the program being stored in computer-readable medium storage 
medium storing a program of claim 38 . 

40. (Currently Amended) An image forming system adapted to control a 
plurality of devices including at least one of an image forming device and a sheet processing 
device, the image forming device being capable of print processing for data stored in a storage 
unit adapted to store data of a plurality of jobs including first and second jobs, and the sheet 
processing device being capable of sheet processing for sheets printed by the image forming 
device, the system comprising: 

a setting unit configured to set a first or a second schedule in accordance 
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with a predetermined instruction input by using an input unit adapted to input operator's 
instruction, the first schedule being scheduled to complete a second work flow for the second job 
after completing a first work flow for the first job, the second schedule being scheduled to 
complete the second work flow for the second job before completing the first work flow for the 
first job, at least one of the first and second work flows being a work flow that includes a 
plurality of processing performed by using the plurality of devices; and 

a controlling unit configured to control a user interface unit to inform an 
operator of schedule information about the first schedule, the controlling unit being configured to 
control the user interface unit to inform the operator of schedule information about the second 
schedule so that the operator can distinguish from the schedule information about the first 
schedule- 
job acceptance m e ans for acc ep ting a print job and a print inst r uction; 
a plurality of st ep control means for respectively controlling a plurality of 

steps for the print job; 

scheduling means for scheduling the steps; and 

process control means for managing the steps on the basis of a scheduling 
result of said scheduling means. 

41. (Currently Amended) An image forming system adapted to control a 
plurality of devices including at least one of an image forming device and a sheet processing 
device, the image forming device being capable of print processing for data stored in a storage 
unit adapted to store data of a plurality of jobs including first and second jobs, and the sheet 
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processing device being capable of sheet processing for sheets printed by the image forming 
device, the system comprising: 

a setting unit configured to set a first or a second schedule in accordance 
with a predetermined instruction input by using an input unit adapted to input operator 
instructions, the first schedule being scheduled to complete a se cond work flow for the second 
job after completing a first work flow for the first iob. the second schedule being scheduled to 
complete the second work flow for the second job before completing the first work flow for the 
first iob. and at least one of the first and second work flows being a wor k flow that includes a 
plurality of processing performed by using the plurality of devices; and 

a controlling unit configured to control a user interface unit to inform first 
schedule information in a case that the first schedule is set, the first schedule information 
allowing an operator to identify completing the second work flow for the second job after 
completing the first work flow for the first iob. the controlling unit being configured to control 
the user interface unit to inform second schedule information in a case that the second schedule is 
set, and the second schedule information allowing the operator to identify completing the second 
work flow for the second iob before completing the first work fl ow for the first iob. An image 
forming system comprising : 

job acceptance means foi accepting a print job and a print instruction; 

pr e -print process control means for controlling a pre-print process step that 
applies a pic-print pro ce ss l u the pi hit job accepted by said job acceptance means in accordance 
with the print instruction; 

print process control means for controlling a print process step tha t applies 
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a print process to the print job that has und e rgone the pre- print p r ocess; 

post-print p r oc e ss control means for controlling a post-print proc e ss st ep 
that applies a post-print process to the print job that has und e rgone the print process; 

scheduling means for scheduling the steps; and 

process control means for managing a schedule of th e steps on the basis of 
a sch e duling r e sult of said scheduling means. 

42. (Currently Amended) An image forming system adapted to control a 
plurality of devices including at least one of an image forming device and a sheet processing 
device, the image forming device being capable of print processing for a job, the sheet processing 
device being capable of sheet processing for sheets printed bv the image forming device, the 
system comprising: 

a setting unit configured to set a schedule adapted to complete a work flow 
for the job in accordance with a predetermined instruction input by using an input unit adapted to 
input operator's instruction, the work flow including the plurality of processing bv using the 
plurality of devices and including operator's intervention work; and 

a controlling unit configured to control a user interface unit to inform first 
type schedule information about the set schedule, the first type schedule information allowing an 
operator to confirm an execution order of the plurality of processing to complete the work flow, 
the controlling unit being configured to control the user interface to inform second type schedule 
information about the set schedule, and the second type schedule information allowing the 
operator to confirm the operator intervention work to complete the work flow. An image forming 
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system 



job acc ep tanc e means for acc e pting a print job and a print instruction; 



edit process control means for controlling an edit process step that applies 



an e dit process to the print job accept e d by said job acceptanc e m e ans in accordance with the 
print instruction; 

proof process control means fo r controlling a proof proc e ss step that 
applies a p r oof p r oc e ss to th e print job that has undergone the e dit process; 

p r int p r oc e ss control means for controlling a print process st e p that applies 
a print process to th e print job that has und e rgone th e proof process; 

finishing proc e ss control means for controlling a finishing pr oc e ss st ep 
that applies a finishing process to the print job that has undergone the print process; 

d e liv e ry proc e ss control means for controlling a d e livery process step that 
applies a delivery proc e ss to the print job that has undergone the finishing process; 

scheduling means fo r scheduling the steps; and 

process control means for managing a sch e dule of the steps on the basis of 
a scheduling result of said scheduling means. 



plurality of devices including at least one of an image forming device and a sheet processing 
device, the image forming device being capable of print processing for a job, the sheet processing 
device being capable of sheet processing for sheets printed by the image forming device, the 
system comprising: 



43. (Currently Amended) An image forming system ; 
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a setting unit configured to set a schedule adapted to complete a work flow 
for the job in accordance with a predetermined instruction input by using an input unit adapted to 
input operator's instruction, the work flow including a plurality of processing by using the 
plurality of devices and including plural operator's intervention work; and 

a controlling unit configured to control a user interface unit to inform an 
operator of information about the set schedule the information allowing the operator to 
sequentially confirm the plural operator intervention work to complete the work flow. Ait 
image forming system comprising: 

job acce p tanc e means for accepting a print job and a print instruction; 

image scanning means for scanning image data from a paper document; 

e dit process control m e ans for controlling an e dit process step that applies 
an edit p r ocess to the p r int job acc e pted by said job acceptance means or a print job based on the 
image data scanned by said image scanning means in acco r danc e with the print instruction; 

proof process control means for controlling a proof process ste p that 
applies a proof process to the print job that has undergone the edit p rocess ; 

print process control means for controlling a print process step that applies 
a print proc e ss to th e print job that has undergone the proof process; 

finishing process control means for controlling a finishing process step 
that applies a finishing process to the print job that has undergone th e print process; 

delivery process control means for controlling a delivery process step mat 
applies a delivery process to th e print job that has undergone the finishing process; 

sch e duling means for scheduling the steps; and 
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process control means for managing a schedule of the steps on the basis of 
a scheduling r e sult of said scheduling means. 

44. (Currently Amended) The system according to Claim 37 40, wherein the 
controlling unit is configured to control the number of devices utilized in the first or second work 
flow in a case that the first or second schedule is set, furth e r comprising display means for 
displaying the schedule of the steps managed by said proc e ss control means, and times required 
for the steps. 

45. (Currently Amended) The system according to Claim 37 -46, wherein the 
controlling unit is configured to control timing of performing processing in the first or second 
work flow in a case that the first or second schedule is set, fmther comprising selection means for 
s e l e cting one o r a plurality of modes from a plurality of sch e duling modes, and 

said scheduling means schedules the steps on the basis of the one or 
plurality of scheduling modes selected by said selection means. 

46. (Currently Amended) The system according to Claim 37 40, wherein the 
controlling unit is configured to control a predetermined function provided for device utilized in 
the first or second work flow in a case that the first or second schedule is set, said scheduling 
means schedules the steps on the basis of an acceptance order of print jobs by said job acceptance 
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47. (Currently Amended) The system according to Claim 46 46, wherein the 
predetermined function is at least one of an interrupt print function adapted to interrupt printing 
processing for the first job and then perform print processing for the second job, an overtake print 
function adapted to start print processing for the second job prior to star ting print processing for 
the first job, a facsimile transmission function, a network scanner functi on and a preview 
function, said scheduling means schedul e s the steps while giving priority to a delivery date of the 
print job. 

48 . (Currently Amended) The system according to Claim 37 40, wherein the print 
processing and the sheet processing are included in at least one of the first and second work flows, 
the print processing and the sheet processing being performed sequentially by using the image 
forming device and the sheet processing device said scheduling m e ans sched ules the steps while 
giving priority to cost of the print job . 

49. (Currently Amended) The system according to Claim 37 40, wherein the 
plurality of processing and operator intervention work are included in at least one of the first and 
second work flows said scheduling means schedules the steps while giving priority l u quality of the 
print job. 

50. (Currently Amended) The system according to Claim 37 40, wherein data 
adapted to a JDF (Tob Definition Formaf) is used for at least one of the first and second work flows 
said scheduling means schedules the steps while giving priority to optimization or operating 
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efficiency of said imag e forming system 

51. (Currently Amended) The system according to Claim 37 45, wherein the 
setting unit is configured to change from the first schedule to the second schedule in accordance with 
inputting operator's instruction for setting second schedule as the predetermined instruction after 
setting the first schedule th e plurality of scheduling mod e s includ e a print job acceptance order 
priority mode, print job priority mode, print job cost priority mode, print job time schedule priority 
mode, image forming system optimization priority mode, and image forming syst e m ope r ating 
efficiency priority mode . 

52. (Currently Amended) The system according to Claim 41 45, wherein the 
controlling unit is configured to control the user interface unit to inform the operator of the second 
schedule information in accordance with changing from the first schedule to the second schedule said 
selection means can re-select even after scheduling by said scheduling means . 

53. (Currently Amended) The system according to Claim 42 46, wherein the 
controlling unit is configured to distinguish the operator from other operators based on identifying 
the operator, and to control the user interface unit to inform the operator of the first or second type 
schedule information said scheduling means checks a schedule o r schedules of one or a plurality of 
already scheduled jobs upon scheduling a p r int job accepted by said job acceptance means, and re- 
schedules the steps of the accepted job and the one or plurality of already scheduled jobs wh e n the 
sch e dul e or schedules of the one or plu r ality of already scheduled jobs can be changed . 
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54. (Currently Amended) The system according to Claim 42 40, wherein said 
job acceptance means accepts the print job and print instruction via a service using a Web browser 
is adapted as at least one of the input unit and the user interface unit via the Inte r net . 

55. (Currently Amended) The system according to Claim 42. wherein a user 
interface provided in an apparatus capable of performing wireless communication or handling data 
of a JDF (Job Definition Formaf) is adapted to as the user interface unit. A m e thod of controlling an 
image forming system, comprising: 

a job acceptanc e step of accepting a print job and a print instruction; 

a plurality of st e p control steps of r e spectively controlling a plurality of steps 

for the print job; 

a scheduling step of scheduling the st e ps; and 

a process control st e p of managing the st ep s on the basis of a sch e duling r esult 

in the scheduling step. 

56. (Currently Amended) A program for causing a computer to execute the 
method defined in Claim 9. the program being stored on a computer-readable medium implementing 
a method of cont r olling an image forming system of claim 55 . 

57. (Currently Amended) A program for causing a computer to execute the 
method defined in Claim 14. the program being stored on a computer-readable medium A storage 
medium computcr- r cadably storing a prog r am for implementing a method of controlling an imag e 
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forming system of claim 55 . 



58. (Currently Amended) A program for causing a computer to execute the 
method defined in Claim 33. the program being stored on a computer-readable medium An image 
forming system which can execute an image forming proc e ss including a plurality of steps, 
comprising : 

process control means for managing the plurality of steps and issuing work 
instructions to work e rs who execut e works . 

59. (Currently Amended) The system according to Claim 43 58, wherein the 
controlling unit is configured to distinguish the operator from other operators based on identifying 
the operator, and to control the user interface unit to inform the operator of the information farther 
comprising display means fo r d i splaying the work instructions from said pr ocess control means . 

60. (Currently Amended) The system according to Claim 43 58, wherein a Web 
browser is adapted as at least one of the input unit and the user interface unit further comprising 
worker identification means for identifying the workers who execute works, and 

wh e rein said process control means issues the wo r k instructions to the wo r kers 
identified by said worker identification means . 



6 1 . (Currently Amended) The system according to Claim 43 58, wherein a user 
interface provided in an apparatus capable of performing wireless communication or handling data 
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of a JDF (Job Definition Format) is adapted as the user interface unit . further comprising scheduling 
means for scheduling th e works of the wo r k e rs who execute works for respective steps, and 

wh e rein said process control means issues the work instructions to the workers 
who e xecute works on the basis of a scheduling result of said scheduling means . 

62. (Currently Amended) The system according to Claim 43. wherein the 
controlling unit is configured to control the user interface unit to display a screen which is configured 
to sequentiallv-arrange information about the plural operator intervention work. The system 
according to claim 60, further comprising sch e duling means for scheduling the works of the workers 
identified by said worker identification means for respective steps. 

63. (Currently Amended) The system according to Claim 43. wherein the 
controlling unit is configured to control the user interface unit to inform the operator of information 
about next operator's intervention work included in the plural operator intervention work after 
performing any of the plural operator's intervention work. The system according to claim 58, further 
comprising job acceptance means for acce p ting a print job and a print instruction, and 

wherein the plurality of steps include a pre-print process step that applies a 
pre-print process to the print job accepted by said job acceptance means in accordance with the print 
instruction, a print process step that applies a print process to the print job that has undergone the 
pre-print process, and a post-print pioccss step that applies a post-print process to the print job that 
has undergone the print process. 
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64. (Currently Amended) The system according to Claim 63. wherein the 
controlling unit is configured to control a user interface which is provided for the operator who 
performs the next operator's intervention work to inform the operator of the information. The system 
according to claim 58, further comprising job acceptance m e ans for accepting a print job and a print 
instruction, and 

wherein th e plurality of steps include an e dit proc e ss step that applies an edit 
process to the print job acc e pted by said job acceptance means in accordance with th e print 
instruction, a proof p r ocess st e p that applies a proof p r oc e ss to the print job that has undergone the 
edit process, a print process step that applies a print process to the print job that has undergon e the 
proof process, a finishing process st e p that applies a finishing process to th e print job that has 
undergone th e print proc e ss, and a delivery process step that appli e s a delive r y proc e ss to the print 
job that has undergone the finishing process. 

65 . (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 33. further comprising: 
controlling the user interface unit to display a screen which is configured to 

sequentiallv-arrange information about the plural operator intervention work. The system according 

to claim 58, further comprising: 

job acceptance means for accepting a print job and a print instruction; and 
imag e scanning means for scanning image data from a pap e r document, and 
wherein the plurality of steps include an edit process step that applies an edit 

process to the print j ob accept e d by said j ob acceptance means or a print j ob based on the image data 

scann e d by said image scanning means in accordance with the print instruction, a proof proc e ss step 
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that appli e s a proof proc e ss to the print job that has undergone the edit process, a print pro cess step 
that applies a print process to the print job that has undergone the proof process, a finishing process 
step that applies a finishing process to the print job that has undergone the print process, and a 
delivery process step that applies a delivery process to the print job that has undergone the finishing 
process. 



66. (Currently Amended) The method according to Claim 33. further comprising: 
controlling the user interface unit to inform the operator of information about 
next operator's intervention work included in the plural operator's intervention work after 
performing any of the plural operator intervention work. The system according to claim 60, wherein 
said work e r identification means comprises an ID card which stores information including a 
worker's n ame, identification number, department name, skill, and work history. 



67. (Currently Amended) The method according to Cla im 33. further comprising: 
controlling a user interface which is provided for the operator who performs 
the next operator intervention work to inform the operator of the information. The system according 
to claim 59, wherein said display means comprises a display unit of a device used by eac h worker 
in each step: 



68. (Currently Amended) Hie system according to claim 67, wherein the display 
unit of a device used by each work e r in each step includes a display unit of a computer, a display unit 
of a printing device, and a display unit attached to a cart or the like. An apparatus for image forming 
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system adapted to control a plurality of devices including at least one of an image forming device 
and a sheet processing device, the image forming device being capable of print processing for data 
stored in a storage unit adapted to store data of a plurality of jobs including first and second jobs, the 
sheet processing device being capable of sheet processing for sheets printed by the image forming 
device, the apparatus comprising: 

a setting unit configured to set first or second schedule in accordance with a 
predetermined instruction input by using an input unit adapted to input operator's instruction, the 
first schedule being scheduled to complete a second work flow for the second job after completing 
a first work flow for the first iob. the second schedule being scheduled to complete the second work 
flow for the second job before completing the first work flow for the first iob. at least one of the first 
and second work flows being a work flow that includes a pluralit y of processing performed by using 
the plurality of devices; and 

a controlling unit configured to control at least one of the plurality of devices 
to complete the second work flow for the second iob after completing the first work fl ow for the first 
job in a case that the first schedule is set, the controlling unit being configured to control at least one 
of the plurality of devices to complete the second work flow for the second iob befo re completing 
the first work flow for the first iob in a case that the second schedule is set. The syst e m according 
to claim 67, wherein the display unit of a device used by each worker in ea c h step includes a display 
unit of a computer, a display unit of a printing device, and a display unit attached to a cart o r the like. 

69. (Currently Amended) The system according to claim 59, wherein said 
display unit comprises a display unit of a portable terminal which can be carried by each worker. An 
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apparatus for an image forming system adapted to control a plurality of devices including at least one 
of an image forming device and a sheet processing device, the image forming device being capable 
of print processing for data stored in a storage unit adapted to store data of a plurality of jobs 
including first and second jobs, and the sheet processing device being c apable of sheet processing 
for sheets printed bv the image forming device, the apparatus comprising: 

a setting unit configured to set first or second schedule in accordance with a 
predetermined instruction input bv using an input unit adapted to input operator's instruction, the 
first schedule being scheduled to complete a second work flow for the second job after completing 
a first work flow for the first job, the second schedule being scheduled to complete the second work 
flow for the second job before completing the first work flow for the first job, and at least one of the 
first and second work flows being a work flow that includes a plurality o f processing performed by 
using the plurality of devices: and 

a controlling unit configured to control a user interface unit to inform first 
schedule information in a case that the first schedule is set, the first schedule information allowing 
an operator to identify completing the second work flow for the second job after completing the first 
work flow for the first job, the controlling unit being configured to control the user in terface unit to 
inform second schedule information in a case that the second schedule is set, the second schedule 
information allowing the operator to identify completing the se cond work flow for the second job 
before completing the first work flow for the first job. Tin system accoiding to claim 59, wherein 
said display unit comprises a display unit of a portable terminal which can be carried by eac h worker. 

70. (Currently Amended) The system according to claim 5 9 , wherein the portable 
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t e rminal can wirelessly receive the work instruction from said process control means. An apparatus 
for an image forming system adapted to control a plurality of devices including at least one of an 
image forming device and a sheet processing device, the image forming device being capable of print 
processing for a job, and the sheet processing device being capable of sheet processing for sheets 
printed bv the image forming device, the apparatus comprising: 

a setting unit configured to set a schedule adapted to complete a work flow 
for the iob in accordance with a predetermined instruction input bv using an input unit adapted to 
input operator' s instruction, the work flow including the plurality of processing bv using the plurality 
of devices and including operator's intervention work: and 

a controlling unit configured to control a user interface unit to inform first type 
schedule information about the set schedule, the first type schedule information allowing an operator 
to confirm an execution order of the plurality of processing to com plete the work flow, the 
controlling unit being configured to control the user interface to info rm second type schedule 
information about the set schedule, the second type schedule informatio n allowing the operator to 
confirm the operator's intervention work to complete the work flow. The syst e m according to claim 
59, wherein the portable terminal can wtrckssfy receive the work instruction from said process 
control means. 

7 1 . (Currently Amended) The s> st e m according to claim 69, fui met comprising 
worke r identification means for identifying the w o rkers who exec ute works, and An apparatus for 
an image forming system adapted to control a plurality of devices includ ing at least one of an image 
forming device and a sheet processing device, the image forming device being capable of print 
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processing for a iob. and the sheet processing device being capable of sheet processing for she ets 
printed by the image forming device, the apparatus comprising: 

a setting unit configured to set a schedule adapted to complete a work flow 
for the iob in accordance with a predetermined instruction inpu t bv using an input unit adapted to 
input operator instructions, the work flow including a plurality o f processing by using the plurality 
of devices and including plural operator's intervention work; and 

a controlling unit configured to control a user interface unit to inform an 
operator of information about the set schedule of the infor mation allowing the operator to 
sequentially confirm the plural operator's intervention work to c omplete the work flow. The system 
according t u claim 6 9 , farther comprising worker identification means f u i identifyi ng the workers 
who e xecute works, and 

wh e rein the portable terminal acquires identification info r mation f rom said 
worker identification means and wiicl c ssly informs said process contiul means of the acquired 
identification information. 

72.-75. (Cancelled) 
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